SUGGESTED READING LIST FOR THE UNDERGROUND RAILROAD
“Out From Slavery” – Four power point presentations of the African American experience
Doreen Stratton dgstratton04@hotmail.com 
After my 1999 visit to Ghana, it opened my journey to discover my African ancestry. As I read each of these books-fiction and nonfiction-helped me in putting together the Out From Slavery presentations.

AN OUTLINE OF ASANTE HISTORY, by Osei Kwadwo. The Asante Nation that resides in Ghana, where most African American ancestors were captured and shipped around the world.
BEFORE FREEDOM Edited by Belinda Hurmence. Narratives of African American former slaves interviewed in the 1930s as part of the Federal Writers’ Project.

THE BONDWOMAN’S NARRATIVE by Hannah Craft. This manuscript was discovered by Dr. Henry Gates, Jr. and purported to be the life of a former slave.

BOUND FOR CANAAN by Fergus M. Bordewich. Bordewich weaves the life of Josiah Henson in the struggle of the anti-slavery movement beginning in the 1800s to the 1870s.
GATEWAY TO FREEDOM by Eric Foner. A detailed history of the abolitionist and anti-slavery movement in New York.
KINDRED by Octavia E. Butler. A work of fiction by this African American author whose published work is in the science fiction genre. This is about an African American women living in the early 1970s transported back and forth to a plantation in the ante bellum South.

LANGHORN AND MARY by Priscilla Stone Sharp. Sharp’s research into the Stone family’s history brings the discovery of her white ancestor who married a free Black man. Taking place in Bucks County during the 1840s, Sharp weaves true events of anti-slavery and abolitionist Bucks County.
SLAVES IN THE FAMILY by Edward Ball. Ball traces his family’s legacy which begins with his ancestor’s arrival in South Carolina in the 1600s.
THE LIFE OF JOSIAH HENSON by Josiah Henson. Henson was born in slavery and eventually fled to freedom in Canada, often returning to bring out for fugitive slaves. Some of his life is written in Harriet Beecher Stowe’s Uncle Tom’s Cabin.
THE U.S. COLORED TROOPS AT ANDERSONVILLE PRISON by Bob O’Connor. O’Connor has done meticulous research into the colored men who served in the Civil War and are buried in the Andersonville cemetery.

SOMEONE KNOWS MY NAME by Lawrence Hill. A fictional account of a former slave approaching her 60th year recalls her life from the time she was abducted from Africa to her journey to Freedom.
THE UNDERGROUND RAILROAD by Colson Whitehead. A fictional account of a young female slave who flees her plantation. She rides a train that is under the ground.

FREDERICK DOUGLASS Prophet of Freedom by David W. Blight. Biography of his life from slave to abolitionist to speaker to writer to author to publisher and political advocate.

ON JUNETEENTH by Annette Gordon-Reed. A Texas Native, she writes of family and ancestors mixing in history of the state’s growth and how Juneteenth was born.

THE WARMTH OF OTHER SUNS, by Isabel Wilkerson. Tracing three African Americans that migrated from the South in the early 1900s, interspersed with historical research of America at that time.

CASTE, by Isabel Wilkerson. Strong narrative explaining similarities of skin color and how it affected the social and economic conditions of African Americans and East Indians.
BECOMING, Autobiography of Michele Obama.
RICHARD MOORE And the Underground Railroad at Quakertown, by Robert L. Leight and Thomas Moll. The life and times of a Quakertown Anti-Slavery Activist and Stationmaster.
THE 1619 PROJECT Created by Nikole Hannah-Jones. Essays and history of the African journey in America—past and present.

VIGILANCE, The life of William Still, Father of the UNDERGROUND RAILROAD, by Andrew K. Diemer. The Abolitionist who dedicated his life to save fugitive enslaved.
THE 272 by Rachel L. Swarms. How 272 enslaved under the Jesuits of Maryland in the 1800s were sold and financed the creation of Georgetown University.

THE REFORMATORY by Tananarive Due. Fictional treatment of the Florida Dozier School for Boys. A ghost story with laces of Black History.

La CITADELLE by Lenard L. Bethel. Biography of Educator, Social activist, and Political leader. First African American honored with a Doylestown street named after her.

CAMINO GHOSTS by John Grisham. Fiction. Two hundred years after a slave ship sinks off the coast of Florida, developers take legal action to build a resort and casino on a deserted island.
JAMES by Percival Everett. Fiction. The journey of “Jim” who accompanied Huckleberry Finn and whose character was never explored in Mark Twain’s novel, “The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn”. 

12 YEARS A SLAVE by Solomon Northrup. Memoirs of a Free Black kidnapped and sold into slavery.

SLAVES SAILORS CITIZENS by Steven J. Ramold. Naval history of African Americans through Revolutionary War to Civil War.

THE AMISTAD AFFAIR by Christopher Martin. The legal account slave insurrection that caused the ship to founder off the American coast of Long Island.
THE MESSAGE by Ta-Nehisi Coates. A memory of his travelogue to Senegal and with intense recollections of his travels in Israel, including the West Bank.

BROTHERS and SISTERS by Bebe Moore Campbell. Fiction. Lives of African American professionals in Los Angeles after the racial riot with a storyline which includes DEI.
BLACK ICE by Lorene Cary. Memoir. Delaware County African American woman describes her final two years of high school St. Paul’s boarding school in New Hampshire. Racial identity and self-discovery.

THE PRICE OF A CHILD by Lorene Cary. Fiction. Enslaved woman escapes from owner during travel in Philadelphia helped by William Still. She pursues public speaking about her experience while praying to get her youngest child still in bondage to owner.
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