
special appearances by other, 
well-loved Pebble-folk. 
 

The evening’s details are still 
being designed, but you can 
be sure there will be plenty 
of music, reminiscing and 
laughter to ignite that old 
Pebble feeling in us all. 
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Saturday, July 26, 2008 

 
Featuring Beloved Pebble Friends 

Rev. Gordon and Gail Dragt, Rev. Gary and Jennifer Culp, and  
Bill Bloom with the Voices 4 Peace Choir 

 
 and perhaps... 

a Special Appearance by our 1st Music Director, 
Doug Katsaros 

 

...and most importantly—����������������  

You won’t want to miss this 
fantastic evening of good 
friends, delicious food, 
terrific music, and great 
FUN! Be sure to call or e-
mail all your old Pebble 
friends to tell them to reserve 
the date now! 
 

Our founding minister, Rev. 
Gordon Dragt and his wife, 
Gail, along with long-time 
minister, Rev. Gary Culp and 
his wife, Jennifer, are set to be 
our guests—and perhaps part 
of the entertainment as well! 
The Voices 4 Peace Choir, 
under the musical direction of 
Bill Bloom, will also be here 
to delight us with their songs. 
...and perhaps, there’ll be 

Look for more information as 
the date approaches—at 
www.pebblehillchurch.org 
and in the Sunday bulletin, or 
f rom our anniversary 
celebration committee. So 
pull out your old Pebble 
photos to bring along and 
share. 

Bill Bloom and Voices 4 Peace, 1998??? How many faces can you name? 
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and the latest is Ben D. replacing 
Gail R.. Ben may be the youngest 
Celebration Team member we’ve 
ever had; I’m sure he will bring lots 
of new energy to our efforts. Gail 
stepped down (or was it “collapsed”) 
after more than doing her share—six-
plus months of working really hard 
doing anything and everything. She is 
a dynamo and an amazing asset to the 
community. 

Rev. Mary T. recently replaced Rick 
B., who chose to move on to other 
things, also after about six months. 
Mary is warm, intelligent and 
enthusiastic. It’s great to have her 
aboard. Toni K. , children’s 
coordinator, is a permanent member 
representing the “basement brigade.” 
She’s full of ideas and energy. 

After a year of wonderful support 
and creative activity, my 
“volunteer bucket” is empty, so 
please consider signing up to be 
part of this exciting, satisfying, and 
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essential team.. We meet every 
week on Tuesday evenings. We’re 
seeking members or experienced 
Pebble friends and supporters.  
Contact me at   Alert@epix.net or 
610-847-2818   

June 1: “Spiritual Eating/ diet as 
part of religious practice” Arnold 
Kauffman of Arnold’s Way 
Vegetarian Raw Café. Music by 
Elaine Silver. 

June 8: Sound and vibration in 
healing. Karen Janoschka, guest 
speaker: Songs by “Plum Run” duo-
-Mary T.’s brother, Chuck Winch, 
and his girlfriend, Lisa Godino. 

June 15: Father’s Day at lake. 
Galena, Remembering Fathers. 
Nancy H. - “Our Father Who Art in 
Heaven.” She will share reading of 
her father’s letters, with Rocky W. 
and Bill M. Singer Heidi (Freemer) 
Cooper guest performer (see pg. 3). 

June 22: “Crossing the Threshold 
to Self-Realization”  

Rob K. and Rhonda G. will shape 
and lead this celebration.  

June 29: Camp Sunday! Skits, 
performance, fun. Also welcoming 
new members Barb Campbell and 
Johnnie Arthur! 

July 6: Rev. Mary T. leading.  Topic 
TBA. 

July 13: Open 

July 20: Open 

July 27: 40th Anniversary 
Celebration! Featuring musical 
whiz—on and off Broadway—Doug 
Katsaros, Pebble’s first music 
director and composer of “On the 
Hill”. 

Aug. 3: Annual Peace Sunday. 
Nationally-known guest speaker, 
Rabbi Arthur Waskow, Ph.D., 
founder of The Shalom Center in 
Philadelphia, and one of the most 
insightful and influential voices in 
the ecumenical peace movement in 
America. In 1996, Waskow was 
named by the United Nations as a 
“Wisdom Keeper.” Named by 
Newsweek in 2007 as one of the fifty 
most influential American rabbis.  

       Upcoming Celebrations               
                          & Changing of the Guard 

Rev. Larry Hall 
Celebrations Coordinator 

A Message from the BASEMENT BRIGADE  
 

The children’s program, under the loving care of Toni K., is running 
well. Two additional people, Karen F. and Andy W., have offered to 
help with the children. The vegetable garden has been started, and 
with the help of Andy W. and Christine (Init), the fence has been 
erected to keep out the munching wildlife! 
 

Projects include: 
· The vegetable garden - planting and maintenance 
· Painting bird houses to hang in the garden area 
· Intro to the Law of Attraction using the DVD, 'The Secret'; making 
“Wish Boards” and “Emerald Tablets” 
· Fixing up the Fairy Garden 
 

Planned for early July: ”Bulletin Board” project involving the Enlighten-
ment Period/Founding Fathers connection. 
 

Additionally, arts and crafts projects are ready for the unexpected 
(which is expected!) situations like bad weather, etc. 



WELCOME BACK HEIDI 
“Travelling the road of your dreams takes patience and is ex-
hilarating!” It’s taken several years of working this dream, but 
Heidi is releasing her debut CD this summer and wants to share 
her joy with the community which helped to get her music off 
the ground. "It was always the unconditional love you expressed 
to me which helped me feel confident enough to sing out here. 
Pebble also supported my early activism and offered me a new 
world view." 

“It would be great to see you again, my old friends, and those of 
you I have yet to meet. It’s only proper that I should begin my 
Pennsylvania musical journey at my church of origin.” Heidi 
Cooper, formally Heidi Freemer, will share music du ring the 
June 15th Father’s Day service at Peace Valley Park , and is 
also excited about revealing her debut CD , La Mariposa.  

La Mariposa (translated as “butterfly” in Spanish) includes origi-
nal compositions which speak to the joy of being in relationship 

and inspire you to reach for 
your own dreams or to par-
ticipate in the changing 
world. Primarily sung in Eng-
lish, La Mariposa also 
shares a variety of lan-
guages with us in songs 
about lying on the beach, 
saying goodbye, and simply 
celebrating life. It also in-
cludes uplifting songs of so-
cial significance, in which 
Heidi sings her wishes for a 

world at peace or calls us to action in caring for the planet, all 
timely and beautifully sung with delightful combinations of Afri-
can drum rhythms, piano, guitars, ukulele, violin and flute. 

Heidi and Al Cooper met at Pebble Hill and relocated to Colo-
rado Springs in May of 1993. Heidi continued her musical jour-
ney in Colorado, but concurrent with her musical dream was the 
dream of building a healthy relationship, the focus of having and 
raising a child (daughter Deanna is 8 years old), and the desire 
to maintain and grow her political activism. She regained her 
vision of creating this CD and just received it from the printer on 
June 6, so she and it come to us hot off the presses. It you are 
unable to attend celebration on June 15th, please contact Heidi 
at singing_for_world_peace@yahoo.com, or visit her new web-
site HeidiCooper.com starting June 8. 

� ������������������������������������������������� � � ������������������� �����"������
��� �

�
#��.�

Father’s Day Picnic  
at the Lake & 

June and July Cafes 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The 3rd Sunday in June (the 
15th) is Father's Day, and Pebble 
celebrates Father's Day every year 
at Lake Galena. Coming from Rt. 
313, go to the 1st parking lot on 
New Galena Road. Nancy H. is 
hosting an after-celebration picnic 
at her house—within walking dis-
tance of our celebration site! 
 
It's a potluck picnic, so bring 
something. Also bring water gear. 
Her property is on the lake. (If it 
rains—we’ll be back at the church. 
Check the PHC voicemail if in 
doubt, 215-348-3428). 
 
Our first Cafe of the season was 
held Sunday, the 11th of May, and it 
was great! The Cafe for June will 
be on June 29th (instead of on the 
second Sunday), sponsored by the 
Camp Committee. Café on July 
13th will be our usual 2nd Sunday. 
 
We have changed the format of 
Cafe a little bit, to make it easier on 
everyone. There is no sign-up sheet 
for food, because we will purchase 
all the food and everyone will have 
to pay for lunch. We are simplify-
ing it down to the basics, like it was 
in the beginning: burgers, hot dogs, 
fixings, drinks, chips, cookies, and 
a tossed salad. 
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The Moses Code Movie 
I Am That, I Am  

 
We had a wonderful turnout of people who attended the 2 showings of the Moses Code Movie at Pebble on April 4th and 
5th at Pebble Hill Church.  A total of 106 people altogether showed up to see the Moses Code Movie.  One of the messages 
from the Moses Code Movie is the concept that we are all creators and can manifest what we desire for the benefit of our 
souls.  The Moses Code Movie goes beyond the “Secret” where it addresses the shadow aspects of our consciousnesses 
that can obstruct and hold us back from that which will truly support our highest potential. 
 

While many of us may try to affirm our greatness and wish to tap into the divine presence within us, the wounded parts of 
ourselves may be very threatened by our breaking away from the status quo.  The Moses Code Movie addresses the im-
portance of being conscious of these hidden aspects within us.  Debbie Ford, the quintessential shadow shaker, blows the 
whistle on this charade in the film.  Do you remember Dorothy’s dog, Toto, in the Wizard of Oz who pulled the curtain 
open while the wizard was trying to project a frightening presence on the big screen to Dorothy and her friends?  The wiz-
ard tells Dorothy, the Scare Crow, the Cowardly Lion, and the Tin Man, “Pay no attention to that man behind the curtain!”  
Yet, that is what is really the underlying aspect of ourselves we must face and address if we wish to get to the gold.  We 
must pull away the curtain and see that which is keeping us in our stuck places; and affirm our highest qualities.  There is 
a wonderful “I Am” prayer that James Twyman shares in the movie.  It is very much like when Glinda shares with Doro-
thy at the end of her journey in the land of Oz, “You see Dorothy, you always had within you the ability to find your way 
home”.  Dorothy asks why Glinda never told her about this earlier in her journey, to which she says, “You had to find 
something out for yourself.”  When asked by Glinda what she had learned, Dorothy replies, “"The next time I go looking 
for my heart's desire, I won't look any further than my own backyard; if it's not there, then I never really lost it to begin 
with.”   
 

Similarly, the Moses Code shows us the power we always have had within ourselves to find the divine presence…to find 
our way home.  It is not outside of ourselves, it is very much present within us all the time.  In fact, all of those things that 
we see outside of ourselves are within us.  There is a scene where Neale Donald Walsh shares that he had to learn to rec-
ognize that all the things we see outside of us, really represent what is within us.  Neale, goes through a recitation of all 
the things he sees outside of himself that are also within him.  It’s about us owning our own projections.  When we can do 
that, we can recognize that there is really no enemy, there are no villains, there are no others who are better or worse than 
ourselves.  We are truly all of these things.  So the “I Am” prayer goes like this. “I Am that ______, I Am.”  Fill in the 
blank.   How you choose to fill in the blank is really your decision...but, before you can fill in the blank, be aware of who 
is hiding behind the curtain.  Open up the curtain to reveal who is lurking around trying to keep you small, or keep you 
stuck, or keep you in fear.  When you 
can reveal that which is keeping you 
from fully embracing who you are, and 
wanting to pretend that it’s coming 
from outside of yourself like a projec-
tion on the big screen, then you are on 
your way home.  Then you can fill in 
the blank safely and say, “I Am that 
e.g., healed, whole and perfect”...and 
then, most importantly, remember to 
breathe that fully into yourself and then 
when you exhale, say “I Am”. 
 

Blessings, 
Gary Schoenberg 
 

P.S.  If interested in purchasing 
the Moses Code DVD, there are 
10 copies left.  I can be reached 
at 610-789-9833. 

Pebble Hill Gallery  
 

JUNE 2008 Show  
Artist: Our own— SUZAN MINOR BARTELS  
  “Smoke and Mirrors Photography”  
June 1 - 29, 2008 
 

Suzan’s show includes scenes from surrounding Bucks and 
Hunterdon counties, Philadelphia and Cape Cod. Her photos 
display a real appreciation of texture, light and shadow, as well 
as the little every day things in life so often taken for granted. 
 

THIRD Friday Open-Mike—Performers welcome 
Friday, June 20 
7:30 - 10pm 
 

For information, contact Gretchen A. Gallery Director. 215-990-9542, 
wonderwoman@concast.net 
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This is an ambitious plan that has not been attempted before. It is based on the vision that our Pebble Hill 
Family can support our core program without our having to rely upon rental and/or fund raising efforts to meet 
the needs of the foundation budget. We realize that it may take some time to fully implement this plan, since 
we have previously relied on the income from rentals and fundraising to meet our salary and program needs. 
 

To reach this goal we need your pledge support to meet the financial needs of our core program which would 
enable us (by utilizing funds raised through other efforts) to give to others through our current outreach pro-
grams and those we can create in the future. 
 

Please give this your consideration and attention to help us realize Pebble’s full potential by making a pledge 
commitment from now though the end of this fiscal year in February 2009. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 

Alan Dench 
Pledge Chairman 
 

Pebble Hill Church meets the requirements of Internal Revenue Code section 501(c)(3) as a tax-exempt organization.  
Contributions to Pebble Hill Church are tax-deductible to the extent allowed by law. 
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Spring 2008 
 

Dear Friends, 
 

Our 2008-2009 Pledge campaign has been well received by our greater Pebble family. We have met 66% 
of our pledge goal with $17,280 remaining to fulfill our budget for this current fiscal year. We fully antici-
pated the pledge drive would require our loving attention for several months and we feel privileged to turn 
to you for your support. The initial campaign has not satisfied our budget goals, and we are confident that 
we will be able to meet our program plans for this year with your generous participation. 
 

The Council constructed an approach for allocating funds in a novel way that affirms Pebble’s core values 
and supports its many interesting spiritual and social programs. That approach is as follows: 
 

Monies from        Will go to support 

 

Pledge and Plate…………The church’s modestly paid staff, celebration, music & children’s program. 
 
Rental Income…………...The cost of operating, maintaining, and improving the buildings & grounds 
                                          and paying the utilities. 
 
Fund Raising…………….Our broader outreach mission. 



JOIN US FOR THE BLUE RIDGE EXPERIENCE! 
 GREAT FUN, GREAT PRICES, GREAT COMRADERIE!  

 

Pebble Hill Camp:  August 17th - August 23rd 
ALL ARE INVITED 

Call your friends and family and **SIGN UP NOW! 
 

An amazing NEW, fun & relaxing Pebble Camp Experience! 
Old traditions mixed with many activities and some exciting new surprises! 

 
THIS IS the email you have all been waiting for!  The Camp Committee has worked hard to offer an incredible new 
camp, while keeping prices as LOW as possible; & it’s only a 2 1/2 hour drive from Doylestown!  Think of this as an 
All-Inclusive PHC Club Med* – AND NO CHORES! – You can't beat that! 
Check out the Blue Ridge Experience at http://www.campblueridge.com 
 
Your kids will love it!  & So will you!   Young kids will enjoy a freedom that they have not experienced before.  Teens 
(and all ages) get to hone their skills at the tower - which has a rock-climbing wall, giant free-fall swing, Jacob’s ladder 
and 2 tire climbs. Parents enjoy more free time to relax as camp staff does the work.  And then there’s fun for all every 
night: Talent Night, Skit Night, Game Night, Swimming, DJ & Dancing and more!  & You can *BYOB, too.  
 
We watch our children grow and become their own people and we all build friendships that last lifetimes. 

 
Camp Blue Ridge has many amenities!   Cabins with 
warm water & private showers; a Salt Water (low 
chlorine) Pool for day & nighttime swimming; a pristine 
lake for swimming, Water-skiing, Tubing, Water 
Trampoline, Sailing, Canoeing and Kayaking. You may 
enjoy the challenge of the Climbing wall, tennis, join in 
an impromptu ball game or prefer reading and sleeping 
on the sandy beach surrounded by mountain greenery 
while you kick back, relax and let your creative juices 
flow.   

 
THIS is just the vacation that you have been waiting for. 

 

SIGN UP NOW! 
 A signed application with a small deposit by 6/08 will 

secure YOUR discount price. 
For more information, please visit the Camp 2008 
page on our website at www.pebblehillchurch.org, 
pick up a brochure on the back table at PHC, or 

see someone on the camp committee. 
 

**See chart for pricing details. 
*BYOB option for responsible adults only 

 
Your fun loving, PHC Camp Committee, 

 

Gretchen Altabef, Ann Brentano, 
Alan Dench, Nancy Hesch, 

Sharon Kerrick, Tim McKenzie, 
Nancy Meehan, Michael Sturgeon 
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All prices 
are per 
person  
(p/p) 

Discount  
Plan #1 

Payments due 
June 8th, 
June 29th 
July 12th 
Aug. 3rd 

Full Price  
Plan #2 

Payments due 
 

June 29th 
 

Aug. 3rd 

One Payment 
Plan #3 

After Jul. 31st 
Payment due 

 
 

Aug. 3rd 

18-20  
Year-olds 

$20.00 
$100.00 
$150.00 
$160.00 

Total $430 p/p 

 
$215.00 

 
$250.00 

Total $465 p/p 

 
 
 
 

Total $475 p/p 

0-17  
Year-olds 

$10.00 
$85.00 
$130.00 
$160.00 

Total $385p/p 

 
$210.00 

 
$215.00 

Total $425 p/p 

 
 
 
 

Total $455 p/p 

5-8  
Year-olds 

$10.00 
$60.00 
$95.00 
$150.00 

Total $315 p/p 

 
$170.00 

 
$180.00 

Total $350 p/p 

 
 
 
 

Total $375 p/p 

Adults  
(21 and 
Older) 

$25.00 
$125.00 
$150.00 
$150.00 

Total $450 p/p 

 
$235.00 

 
$250.00 

Total $485 p/p 

 
 
 
 

Total $495 p/p 



We did a very important thing over the holidays. We kept a 
family from crashing into extreme poverty. What's the 
difference between poverty and extreme poverty? Well it's 
basically that poverty is surviving and extreme poverty is being 
unable to afford your life. 
 
The Africa Fund, assisted by the focused talent of Bill Mettler, 
raised about US$1700 by the end of the effort, exceeding our 
goal. Most of this money went directly for food, which had 
basically run out. It was a major accomplishment—and it kept 
food security for 11 people through February, but not only food. 
The utilities had been shut down as well, and that meant the 
family not only was without refrigeration, but also without 
water. In a desert climate, or any climate, dehydration is a more 
immediate danger than hunger. We stopped that also due to the 
additional money. and helped the family pay down part of the 
bill that accumulated in the effort to stay fed. 
 
It was also an unusual new year, and there was a major 
humanitarian disaster in Namibia. In the northern part of the 
country people were displaced from their homes due to flooding 
and some of the most important agricultural areas were 
damaged severely. The phrase that is used there is "January 
Month". It means hardship. The summer peaks during the 
holiday season and commerce and production of all types slow 
down. It's always hard to get work, but during that time of the 
year it is even harder. There's not much to go around. This year 
the country was dealing with a climate crisis in their most 
difficult time of the year. 
 
We helped our family survive "January 
Month" and go on. 
 
We also helped a reunion to happen. Well, 
really I did, but the food we sent made a 
special Christmas reunion possible. Pamela 
and her grandmother, Alexis, had not seen 
each other since Pamela's 7 month old son, 
Hero, died in Alexis's arms, and was buried 
at Omaruru, Namibia many months before 
Xmas. Hero passed after Pamela fled to the 
city hospital with such severe intestinal 
illness that she need intravenous help for 
dehydration after reaching the public 
hospital. For two weeks, we did not know 
what her outcome would be. She left Hero with Alexis, feeling 
it was the safest thing to do. But in this village where there is no 
well, and whatever attacked Pamela also attacked her little son, 
and Alexis could not stop it. She went on a trek by donkey cart, 
and whatever means possible, to get Hero to medical care at the 
nearest large town, but by the time the medics met with her, it 
was too late. Hero had left us. 
 
So imagine how it was the day I said to Pamela she could go 
visit Alexis--and now she was taking Memory's small baby, 

Talvitie Kutaa', and the children, Diana, 15, Valentine, 11, and 
Abram, 6 with her, and also their mother Erika. It was a 
different story this time. There is a train to the town of Omaruru 
now and they traveled at minimal cost, and safely—slept in the 
station, and found a lift to the little dry town near the village 
called Omashette.  
 
Even more revealing of how our world is changing, on their 
arrival at the village of Alexis, I was able to greet Grandmother 
on Pamela's cell phone! Yes, there were all sorts of boing-bing 
noises also, but here was grandmother Alexis standing not far 
from her house made of sticks, cow dung plaster, and rusty 
sheet iron, greeting me in Herero on a mobile phone! 
 
So they were safe. Safe—and the tragedy so common in Africa 
of losing a child before it reaches the age of one—well they 
could be with each other to strengthen their spirits together, 
forgive, and go on in the next year. I don't think any amount of 
food and water could feed that need to sit with each other, as 
the grief was so powerful, life had almost lost meaning. But I've 
heard from others, and experienced myself, that Africans are 
able to accept and go on. 
 
At the holiday fundraiser, we expressed hopes of a family food 
business. Pamela tried to make this happen a few times, and it 
offered real promise of a solution to the increasing costs of 
food--but this was not to be. Tensions in a household at the 
brink of collapse for so long emerged, and the young adults 

decided they must find their own solutions. 
Pamela got everyone back safely to the 
capital from the village of Alexis, and then 
left for Swapkopmund, by the sea. She felt 
sure that her own life fighting HIV would 
be imperiled to stay with everyone so 
much needing her to help them out. 
Memory continued to work at her job in a 
restaurant and the other young adults, 
Sipho and William, continued to seek work 
on their own. Room became available in 
the house of Erika for rental of space to 
bring in income. 
 
Life just goes on. Right now, Sipho and I 
are still working on the taxi. He took it to 
Swapkopmund to fix and sell it, as I myself 

now need to call in funds, but now we are considering selling it 
and starting a “combi" business transporting people from the 
sea resort and tourist town to the capital, which could be a much 
better business. He has become masterful at fixing an old 
vehicle now, and has handled many repairs at near to nothing 
labor costs. However, we just can't afford a really good sound 
car, and the taxi business is plagued by too many competitors 
and the cost of petrol. It could work better in the sea town 
because the distances are shorter and terrain flat, roads wide, 

(Continued on page 8) 

Life in Namibia, Pebble Hill Church Africa Fund 
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Most of this money went 
directly for food, which had 
basically run out. It was a 
major accomplishment—and 
it kept food security for 11 
people through February, but 
not only food. The utilities had 
been shut down as well, and 
that meant the family not only 
was without refrigeration, but 
also without water. ����
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change things? The line between 
poverty and extreme poverty is thin. A 
single small job could be the difference, 
but the rising cost of food for a family 
where, perhaps 75% of their budget, is 
food related now, imperils their ability 
to keep from crossing it. Memory's 14 
hour shifts in the restaurant could only 
buy one box of cereal last December. It 
buys less now. They didn't create this 
problem, but they are amongst the first 
to suffer from it. 
 
I believe if the Africa Fund could 
receive the following assistance from 
the Pebble community, we could make 
the difference so that the 20-something 
young adult's efforts to gain effective 
jobs could continue, and Diana, and the 
kids, could remain in school on their 
path to a better future. 
 
US$125/month food assistance plus 
US$75/month educational assistance 
 
I know that we, as a community, have 
hardship amongst us also, but perhaps 
we could look at it this way—if the 100 
or so of us could average $2/month for 
these kids, we can keep them on our 
side of the extreme poverty line. They 
can at least eat and go to school 
because we make it possible. 
 
Lots of love from Namibia. No matter 
what, I am amazed at how our friends 
there accept life and are able to find 
humor and light in the most difficult of 
circumstances. Perhaps that is because 
they have so many people around. They 
are an example to us all in this way. 
Like our new friend and mechanic 
David Karamata in Swapkopmund, 
who fixes cars with one arm because he 
suffered a stroke. Pamela says he is 
always joking and laughing! I pray to 
gain some of that good spirit to give me 
strength to face the challenges ahead. 
 
Thanks to everyone who has helped the 
Africa Fund and understands the 
distance between people in our world 
today is really only in our hearts and 
minds. 
 
Bill Talvitie 
PHC AFRICA FUND 

Classified advertisements are 
welcome. Contact the editor for 
fees and info: Khakun@aol.com, 
215 345-8238. 

etc, but also the customers fewer. We 
don't know. We will find out in the next 
week or two. Perhaps the combi will be 
the one that breaks loose for us. We need 
just one family member to rise above the 
near slave wages offered for most jobs.  
 
Pamela is now on ARV medications and 
experiencing side effects. It's a new era 
for us, and only made possible due to 
changes in support for treatment in 
Africa since we met. We want to start a 
thrift store in Swapkopmund, selling 
surplus shipped from America, but we hit 
a stumbling block this week. The 
Namibian government has banned import 
of used clothing after so many shipments 
during the climatic disaster and floods. 
Perhaps they got so much relief clothing 
that it caused a waste problem. I'm 
getting assistance from the embassy to 
find out if our idea of selling "nearly 
new" clothing can be excepted. We think 
it will do well and hope to grow a 
general store from it. It's an idea that 
makes good sense, based on successful 
models here, and should also be 
supported well by existing collection 
organizations. Ultimately, the food 
business we hoped for, could grow out of 
the location we establish, and my dream 
is that it could make a local distribution 
point for local growers to the poor urban 
community. 
 
There is hunger in Erika's house and 
hardship. Prices have nearly doubled in 
the third world for basic foods like wheat 
and corn due to the conversion of 
agriculture to fueling cars with ethanol. 
It's a humanitarian disaster involving 
hundreds of millions of people and we 
are feeling it too. I hope the church can 
respond, but at this time I haven't the 
energy to organize a big effort due to 
many work pressures. 
 
The Africa Fund was gifted money at the 
beginning of the year for school costs 
and we were able to start all the kids up, 
including enrolling Diana in her first year 
of high school. Now the hunger and 
transport issue are with us. As I write ,I 
have been sending help in small amounts 
because Diana was not able to get to 
school, and there was report that she was 
weak with hunger. What would it take to 

(Continued from page 7) 
Gratitude for Well Wishes 

By Chris LaRue 
 

I thank every person who made 
the time to send an email, place 
a phone call, send a card, sign a 
card, buy and start a card (I 
think I know who you are) and 
verbally extend or relay well 
wishes during my kidney stone 
adventure.  My heart swells 
with gratitude for the caring and 
communications coming from 
the Pebble community.  I am 
grateful to have such a commu-
nity to draw upon and contrib-
ute to. 
 
Pebble, for me, is a Grande Ad-
venture in exploration and ex-
perimentation with the question:  
What is possible in the realm of 
spiritual community, without 
dogmas and fear of punishment 
and retribution from a powerful 
creator, to create a fulfilled ad-
venturous life of inner peace 
and contentment.  It would be 
beneficial to remember the 
words “explore” and 
“experiment.”  We would have 
less stress and more creative 
energy if we could remember:  
It is not a problem that there is a 
problem.  That is the nature of 
“explore” and “experiment.” 
 
Oh, yes – we would also benefit 
from remembrance of The Four 
Agreements of Don Miguel 
Ruiz, especially “Don’t take 
anything personally.” 
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Bonnie M., Facilitator  
Nancy H., Acting Secretary  
 

23 attending: Bonnie B., Karen K., Larry H., Gimone H., Suzan 
B., Donna W., Anna May, Rick B., Chloe I., Barb C., Elly M., 
Joyce L., Sybil W., Bill T., Gary S., Jim M., Nancy H., Carolyn 
P., Jeff P., Susan M., Nancy W., Toni K., Mary T. 
 

Bonnie asked for topics for future town meeting 
Sybil W. - suggested the issue of rudeness during celebration. 
Sue B. - suggested physical space - keeping the plants, not get-
ting rid of them. Fundraising. 
Gary S. - suggested celebration ideas. 
Ken K. (subsequently) - suggested defining who/what we are. 

 

Report from the latest council meeting  
Mary T. 1.Council would like community to participate in up-
coming elections, what attributes would make a good candidate? 
Let Mary know your suggestions. 
 2. Council will place $1,278, left over from a donation,  
into a restricted building account. 
 3. Jim M. will be moderator for Pebble Talk, Pebble 
Chat and PHC email announcements.  
 

Main Topic - Do we want a coordinating minister search ? 
Rick B. - talked about his experience of being on search commit-
tee - it took years to find the last minister. It was a process that 
required at least 2 ministerial candidates. The process was frus-
trating with slim chance of success. Rick said we were told that 
5 people were abusive to the leadership, but that those five peo-
ple were never named, thus the issue could not be corrected. He 
said that abusive things go on to drive leadership away. It would 
be a waste of time to look for a new minister.  
 

Larry H. - disagreed with Rick. Greg & Steph berated our com-
munity. The first lesson of getting along is to forgive, and to get 
different perspectives. Steph attacked the community; Carol V. 
crashed and burned. Larry does not want a minister of that style. 
Having a Methodist minister was doomed from the start. When 
Gary first started, he drove people away at first, but he brought 
in new members, and he was able to adapt and that worked. We 
do not have to give minister that much authority, it doesn't work. 
 

Elly M.  - wants Larry H. to be our coordinating minister, he 
walks his talk, he knows us, he is a kind person, who thinks 
things out. With Larry, we can be free to bring in different and 
new ideas, free to love and enjoy. The budget is important be-
fore we can get a coordinating minister. Once we have enough 
money, Larry would go from celebration coordinator to coordi-
nating minister. 
 

Bonnie M. - asked for clarification of the difference between 
what Larry is doing now and what he would be doing if he were 
the coordinating minister. The response was that the bylaws 
state that the coordinating minister is in charge overall of the 
community. The celebration coordinator is in charge of the cele-
bration only. 

(Continued on page 10) 

Pebble Hill Town Meeting Minutes 
April 20, 2008 

Thank You 
 

 Thank you To the May 3rd Seva Day People – Mi-
chael S., Karen H., Jim M., Suzie B., Beth O., Nancy M., Alan 
D., Lawrence C., Brian L., Mary T., Toni K., Linda B., Linda L. 
 Thank you – to Linda B. for the wonderful framed 
water color rendering of the Red Barn. 
 Thank you – to the May 28th Seva Evening People- 
Mary T., Michael S., Sharon K., and Nancy H, 
 Thank you -  to Gary S. – for bring us the Moses 
Code. 
 Thank you – to Joanie F. for the interest in rental mar-
keting and for the lovely Rental Brochure – soon to be released. 
 Thank you – to Jeff P., for producing the first ever 
accounting Balance Sheet ever in our history. 
 Thank you  - to Suzie B. for hanging the remarkable 
photo art work by David Simchock, and hosting and singing for 
3rd Friday. 
 Thank you – to the camp committee for pulling off the 
near impossible – a new camp for a new season. 
 Thank you - to the Band, Wanda, Bill T, and the sing-
ers for some inspiring Sunday Celebration music. 
 Thank you - to Toni K., Andy W., Karen F. for keep-
ing our children happily busy during celebration. 
 Thank you – to Karen H. for giving us LoveNotes. 
 Thank you - to Carolyn P. for keeping our property in 
good shape and for managing the rental of our buildings.  

Pledge for the New Pebble 
By Carolyn P. 

As there is a new accounting system set in place by Coun-
cil, funds of income and expense are listed in three cate-
gories. The Pledge and Plate income is to cover the Core 
Operation of the Church Community. That is the salaries 
of our currently 2 paid employees, insurance on the build-
ings, and cleaning costs for upkeep. 
 

The remainder of the income and expenses are in different 
categories. The rental income is to cover the upkeep of the 
buildings and the utility costs, while the Fund Raising 
events are held for outreach projects such as Friends of 
the Heart, the Nicaragua and African Funds. 
 

In the past, this very special category for outreach has 
needed to be reassigned to support our Core Operations, 
but this is now a new day. If the Pledge and Plate income 
support fully our Core Operation, then funds would be 
available to possibly start an outreach program right here 
locally – something we could participate in and all feel 
and touch. What a dream, to give of ourselves to some-
thing other than ourselves. 
 

So join the new day – if you have not yet pledged, please 
join the New Pebble to support our Core Operation so 
that the new local Out-Reach program can begin. 
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Jim M. – no one is right no one is wrong, our community sees 
people as wrong. Jim disagrees with Rick - that doesn't make 
Rick wrong. A minister should help guide the community in the 
direction it wants to go. Our community doesn't want to be told 
what to think, we want to say what we want. Our guiding princi-
pal should be “namaste” - that is, "The God in me sees the God 
in you." Judging tears down community. This is not an easy 
community. We judge each other. We have to get to a point 
where we help each other. These town meetings are great, we 
get to say what we think and not be interrupted. 
 

Sue B. – Supports Jim. PHC is her family. A downfall of the 
previous administration was a coming together of church and 
state. Greg and Steph were too close - they shut out other peo-
ple. We need to be aware of that. We were not watching. Power 
corrupts. Larry is already doing the minister job just not getting 
the salary. Larry wants to shepherd us, not tell us what to do. 
 

Gary S. – before we bring in a minister we need a solid, healthy 
container. We are getting there. Monthly town meetings are 
helping to analyze the past, to learn and not blame. What was 
missing in the past was transparency. The bylaws are flawed in 
that there are not enough healthy checks and balance. We need 
to fix the bylaws before any minister comes in. Council should 
not make decisions but incorporate the thinking of the commu-
nity. Stakeholders should be involved in decisions. Leadership 
skills are essential. Greg picked people that agreed with him. 
Susan M., Karen F. & Gary have been talking about a team min-
istry, with 3 roles, celebration coordinator, pastoral care, chil-
dren’s ministries to bring in new generation.  
 

Nancy H. - Larry does a good job and she is really glad he is 
here. She likes Gary’s idea about 3 roles. She sees glass half 
full, but is dismayed that the same people sign up all the time for 
the work to be done. Only a small amount of people to keep 
things running. 
 

Sybil W. – expressed that she was very upset about the topic of a 
new minister. She said it’s stupid - everything is going great. 
Larry is best. She is thankful for Bonnie, Susan, Jeff. The Pebble 
family is small and that’s ok. 
 

Bill T. – brought up passion, he is concerned about us losing 
passion. He is against name calling and labeling. He loves Larry, 
who has kept us alive. How can we get enough passion and 
younger people? How are we going to get new energy to keep us 
revitalized? We can't afford to be stagnate. 
 

Rick B. – I want PHC to have a future and denial won't solve the 
problem. We have a pattern of behavior in which a few people 
are verbally abusive of leaders. We are in denial of people who 
abuse leadership. 
 

Larry H. - Community is about group dynamics. Every group 
has this kind of dynamics with different types of personalities. I 
don’t think we have serious personality problems here.  In Scott 
Peck’s book “A Different Drum", Peck says that being in com-
munity requires that members surrender to the process.  Larry 
applied for minister’s job last time, PHC does not fit with minis-
ters that come from conventional backgrounds. We have all run 
from them. We are separate from mainstream religion. A Parson 

(Continued from page 9) is the godhead of the community and typically is the undeniable 
leader with all the others being followers. That model does not 
fit our community. 
 

After Steph and 6 Council members left, Larry continued to 
work for the people he loves. The question of how we organize, 
and what exactly our leadership should look like, are still in a 
state of evolving. 40 years is a drop in the bucket. We want to 
be here forever. We are still feeling our way. Larry wants a part 
in creating this new thing, but doesn't have to be called a coor-
dinating minister. 
 

Gary S. – School of Sacred Ministries is a resource to pull from. 
We need to develop a core of qualified people (whatever those 
qualifications are). Pebble doesn't need a minister, people 
should work together. 
 

Susan M. – came to PHC because it was interfaith, stayed be-
cause of the weirdest, the greatest people, very diverse, who are 
so much fun. Quakers don’t have a leader; other groups don’t 
have minister - Buddhist, etc. She likes that we don’t have lead-
ers that we follow. She suggests one possibility is Carol Vac-
carella’s idea of not having one minister. Let's stop thinking of 
us as crucifying. Let's think of ourselves as continuing for a 
long time. We are growing thru this process in which nobody 
knows everything. We are not like any other church. Sometimes 
we get stuck. We are all ministers - let’s minister to each other. 
 

Jim M.– feels compelled to speak again, respond again about 
Greg from his experience, had to withdraw because of what was 
happening – stayed away for 6 months, apologized to Greg. 
 

Bonnie M.  - feels there is left over stuff we still need to discuss. 
 

Jeff P. – thanked Larry for wanting to uplift everyone in the 
community, and thought that was beautiful. He practices medi-
tation Sunday and Tuesday, and provides church admin. with 
improvements. He wants to learn from each of us what nour-
ishes us, what would our adventure look like if we all told what 
we love, what are we willing to bring to the table. In this town 
meeting process I am awake and loving it. This listening and 
togetherness does it for me, he doesn't need a minister. 
 

Sue B. – words like crucifixion seemed to be used whenever 
there was a discrepancy - it was seen as an attack. We should 
ban that word. It’s the journey not the destination. This is Peb-
ble Hill at its best. 
 

Bonnie M. - identified conclusions on which we could agree. 
1. Need for transparency is absolute, needs to be fundamental. 
2. Shared power right now is higher priority rather than one in 
which overall power is vested in one person - a minister. (Elly 
said she was OK with this also). 
3. Larry is a wonderful asset to our community and we are very 
grateful to have him as our celebration coordinator right now. 
4. We are in an evolutionary process of discovering how to de-
velop new ministers from within the community. 
5. We see ourselves in a process of how we define leadership in 
this community, which may include looking at the bylaws to 
have them reflect transparency and shared authority. 
 

Next month’s topic will be communication. 
Bonnie M., Town Meeting Chair, 4/3/08 



  

SUN MON TUE WED THUR FRI SAT 
June 1 
9:00 Quiet Med. 
10:30 Celebration 
1:30 ElderWise 

2 3 
3:00 Pastoral Care 
7:30 Celebration team 
7:30 Mindfulness 

4 
 

5 
7:00 Children’s 
program mtng 

6 
 

7 
 

June 8 
9:00 Quiet Med. 
10:30 Celebration  
 

9 10 
3:00 Pastoral Care 
7:30 Celebration team 
7:30 Mindfulness 

11 
7:00 Council 

12 
 

13 
8:00 Drum Circle 

14 

June 15 
9:00 Quiet Med. 
10:30 Celebration @ 
Lake Galena 
1:00 P&SJ 

16 
 

17 
3:00 Pastoral Care 
7:30 Celebration team 
7:30 Mindfulness 

18 
 

19 
 

20 
7:30 3rd Fri Gallery 
& Open Mike 

21 
2:00 Maggie & 
Lawrence’s 
Wedding 

June 22 
9:00 Quiet Med. 
10:30 Celebration  
12:30 Town Meeting 
1:00 Membership 

23 24 
7:30 Celebration team 
7:30 Mindfulness 

25 
7:00 
Financial TF 

26 
 

27 
 

28 
 

June 29 
9:00 Quiet Med. 
10:30 Celebration  
12:30 Cafe 

30 
 

July 1 
3:00 Pastoral Care 
7:30 Celebration team 
7:30 Mindfulness 

2 
 

3 
7:00 Children’s 
program mtng 

4 
 

5 
 

July 6 
9:00 Quiet Med. 
10:30 Celebration  
1:30 ElderWise 

7 8 
3:00 Pastoral Care 
7:30 Celebration team 
7:30 Mindfulness 

9 
7:00 Council 

10 
 

11 
8:00 Drum Circle 

12 

July 13 
9:00 Quiet Med. 
10:30 Celebration  
12:30 Cafe 
1:00 P&SJ 

14 15 
3:00 Pastoral Care 
7:30 Celebration team 
7:30 Mindfulness 

16 
 

17 
 

18 
7:30 3rd Fri Gallery 
& Open Mike 

19 
 

July 20 
9:00 Quiet Med. 
10:30 Celebration  
12:30 Town Meeting 
1:00 Membership 

21 22 
7:30 Celebration team 
7:30 Mindfulness 

23 
 

24 
 

25 
 

26 

40th 
Anniversary 
Celebration 

July 27 
9:00 Quiet Med. 
10:30 40th Anniversary 
Celebration  

28 29 
7:30 Celebration team 
7:30 Mindfulness 

30 
7:00 
Financial T/F 

31 
 

August 1 
 

2 
 

PHC Calendar—June and July 2008 
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How to schedule Pebble building use: 
 

1. Go to www.PebbleHillChurch.org  and click 
"Calendar," then "Monthly Calendar." Check to see if 
there is already something booked for the space/date/and 
time you want to reserve. If the space/date/time is already 
taken, pick another space/date/time. 
2. Go back and click “Calendar Scheduling” then enter 
the requested information: 

 Your Name, phone number, name of event 
 Date & Space you wish to reserve  
 Beginning and end times you want to reserve, 
including time needed for set up and clean up. Be sure to 
include AM or PM on all times. 
3. “Submit” to the office manager to tentative hold the 
space/date/time, office@pebbblehillchurch.org. 
4. Present your idea to council or contact Gary S. (215-
860-4760, GSLFREE@.com) if it is a fundraiser. 
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STUDY AND SUPPORT GROUPS AT PEBBLE 
 

A Course in Miracles. Thurs. 7:30 pm at Kalie M.’s, 
215-672-1599. 

Bucks County Zone AA. 3rd Mon. 7:00 pm, Yellow 
Barn UL 

Came to Believe AA. Tues. 7:30 pm, Red Barn UL 
Community Drum Circle. 2nd Friday at 8:00 pm. 

Contact Caryn C. 215-361-2709 
ElderWise, 1st Sun. 1:30 Red Barn UL; Contact Elly 

M. 610-847-8599 
Eleventh Hour NA, Sat. 11:00 pm, Yellow Barn UL 
Freedom to Live NA. Wed. 7:30 pm, Yellow Barn UL 
Mindfulness Sangha. Tues. 7:30 pm ,Yellow Barn UL 
New Hope Metaphysical Society. 4th Wed. 7:30 pm, 

(3rd Wed. in Nov. & Dec.), Red Barn, Contact 
nhms@spiritvision.com 

Peace & Social Justice. 2nd Sun. 1:00 pm, Yellow 
Barn UL 

Poetry & Arts Gallery.  3rd Fri. 7:30 pm, Red Barn 
UL, Contact Gretchen A. 215-579-1443 

Steps to Serenity OA. Mon. 10:30 am, Red Barn UL 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY! 
 

June— 6 Roger Foster, 17 Rocky Wilson; 18 
Carolyn Penta; 20 Sallie A. Marshall; 21 Gary 
Slocum; 26 Moose, 29 Rob Kall. 
 
July —4 JoAnn Dench; 13 Kalie Marino, 19 
Chris LaRue; 22 Rick Browne; 31 Michael 
Marino. 

Next LOVENOTES deadline: 
July 15th 

 

Submit articles to khakun@aol.com 

Anyone interested in reporting on Pebble 
events?—or committee activities?—gentle 
feedback welcome—let me know what you want 
in your newsletter. 
 

Thanks, Karen 
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"In the early times, the Sky Dwellers told us we 
must move about the earth with love. They said 
the first thing we must do when we meet one an-
other is be thankful for each other." 
 
 - Seneca Iroquois Teaching 

Birthday Update 
 

If you want your birthday listed in 
LOVENOTES—be sure to get yours on the list. 
Look for it in celebration or on the bulletin 
board in the hall—or contact Karen 
(KHakun@aol.com, or 215-345-8238). 


